were swept away with the tilth of centuries; malaria forsook our shores with the advent of the engineer, and man realised that in these death-dealing diseases he himself had wielded the scourge. Pasteur continued his marvellous work on fermentations, displayed the causes of wine disease, and confirmed and elaborated the observations of Naegeli and Latour on the "spot" disease of silkworms, and later found the cause of the lethargy of silkworms. Thus, from him came the first corroboration of Plenciz's theory of the specific nature of disease, and he was able to show that special organisms were endowed with specific activities: some having the power of setting up disease, others of producing fermentations, and others of causing putrefaction. Lister, at the same time, was studying the causes of suppuration, and laying the foundation-stone of that triumph of all time, the principles of antiseptic surgery. And, while these and other workers were gathering the material upon which to raise the substantial future of the science engendered by the theory of the Contagium Virum, there came from Pollender the description of the first organism found in a disease transmissible to man. In 1849, he described the specific organism of anthrax, and was followed by Davaine ; and in 1863 this latter observer established the connection between the organism and the disease : a connection afterwards confirmed and amplified by Koch to its conclusive proof. From Another possible factor in the spread of diphtheria must not be forgotten, and that is the probable ectauthropic existence of the organism in a manner as yet undiscovered.
There is still deserving of notice one other point, which may in the near future be expected to attract considerable attention: and that is, as to the advisability of issuing regulations in regard to the production of antitoxic sera, with the view of ensuring that all such sera placed on the market shall attain to a certain standard of purity and potency. At the present time, the manufacture of these sera is in the hand of competent institutions or firms. But, with a wider field and increasing demand, commercial enterprise may be expected to start rival establishments, possibly of questionable nature.
The position of the bacillus of Typhoid fever as the specific cause of the disease rests assured, since bacteriologists have gained certain methods of distinguishing it from its analogue, the bacillus coli communis, the normal inhabitant of the colon. Would we not shatter it to bits?and then Remould it nearer to the heart's desire !"
